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Fortis Hospital Noida removes “football-size” 1-kg encephalocele 

“hanging” from 7-year-old’s head. 

Child’s surgery supported by Fortis Foundation 

Took 5 hours for the surgery 

 

Noida 11 October, 2017: Doctors at Fortis Hospital Noida recently came across a remarkably rare case of a 7-

year-old boy, Raman Ghosh, suffering from a congenital birth defect. Raman was born with the mass at the back 

of his head which continued growing in size as the child grew older. The mass was located at the back of his head 

and had become almost the size of a “football”. It was successfully operated on by a team of doctors who were 

led by Dr. Harjinder Singh Bhatoe, Director, Department of Neurosurgery, Fortis Hospital, Noida and the surgery 

was partly funded by Fortis Foundation (FF).  

     

The mass grew from 3x4 cms (at the time of birth) to 10x14x10 cms (present size) and weighed 1 kg. The patients 

head had been tilted sideways since birth and he had been diagnosed with Congenital Torcular Occipital 

Encephalocele, which is a giant, neglected birth defect on back of the head, which contains portions of occipital 

lobes of brains, cerebellum and venous sinuses. His surgery was sponsored by Fortis Foundation & Fortis Hospital, 

Noida as he did not come from an economically strong background. the child’s father Sudeb Ghosh works as a 

Ground Duty Assistant (GDA) in a contractual forum and his mother Suparna Ghosh works as a house help. The 

surgery went on for five hours post which Raman was admitted for a week. The recovery period was smooth and 

uneventful. 

 

Dr. Harjinder Singh Bhatoe, Director, Department of Neurosurgery, Fortis Hospital, Noida said, “This was an 

exceptionally complicated high risk case. We had to be cautious in removing the mass as there was a possibility 

of brain damage. The speech, memory, muscle weakness, balance, vision and coordination were all at risk. 

However the surgery was necessary and it was imperative for us to act quickly. It was an extremely laborious 

procedure but we managed to complete it successfully. An encephalocele can occur because of both genetic and 

environmental factors. However studies have shown that adding folic acid (a form of B vitamin) to the diet of 

women who are pregnant can lower the risk of some neural tube defects. The symptoms of an encephalocele 

vary from one individual to another depending upon many different factors including size, location and the 

amount and kind of brain tissue protruding from the skull.” 

 

Dr. Pinak Moudgil, Zonal Director, Fortis Hospital, Noida said, “Fortis Hospital, Noida has pioneered several 

complex surgeries in the past. The surgery is an extremely risky and elaborate surgery which can lead to 

permanent brain damage. It is also a rarity as this condition occurs once in 4,000 live births. It is our good fortune 

that we are one of the few hospitals who have the facilities and expertise to successfully orchestrate the required 

surgery and give the boy a trouble free life. We are happy that we could support the surgery of the child which 

has given him a life like any other normal child of his age.”  



     
Mr Jasbir Grewal, Head, Fortis Foundation said, “When we treat a child, he/she is not always able to express the 

change brought about in their day to day life. It is the smile on the parents faces, their sheer happiness - that 

gives Fortis Foundation the impetus, zeal and strength to go on from child to child. The fact that we have made 

a difference to a family gives us an immense amount of satisfaction when we put our heads on the pillow at night. 

Fortis Foundation ensures that, through timely medical interventions and post-operative care, children from 

economically weaker sections of society can lead a healthy and fulfilling life.” 

Patient’s father, Mr. Sudeb said, “There are no words to express the gratitude we feel towards Fortis Hospital 

Noida and Fortis Foundation. Their kindness helped save my child’s life, the expertise they have displayed in 

saving our sons life has truly touched our hearts.” 

 

Encephaloceles are classified as neural tube defects. The neural tube folds and closes early during pregnancy 

(third or fourth week) to complete the formation of the brain and spinal cord. A neural tube defect occurs when 

the neural tube does not close completely, which can occur anywhere along the head, neck or spine. The exact 

underlying cause of an encephalocele is unknown. 

 

About Fortis Foundation: 

The work of the Foundation is supported and executed by two entities. The Fortis Charitable Foundation (FCF) - a Trust set 
up in 2005 and The Fortis Foundation (FF) - a Section 8 Company set up in 2013.  
Working through a dedicated team of employees and volunteers the Foundations work focuses on 3 areas: 
The Health and Well-Being of the Mother and Child (AANCHAL). The program works with partners to support: Surgeries for 
children with congenital heart disease, Treatment for children with cleft and lip palate deformities & The provision of Medical 
Support in the event of a disaster and enabling Charitable Medical Infrastructure (SEWA). The program supports: Free 
Charitable Dispensaries & Health camps  
Provide access to preventive and remedial healthcare Information through different channels of communication (SAVERA). 
This includes specific interventions in the areas of: Raising awareness against use of Tobbaco & Imparting Training for First 
Aid Response & Basic Life Support  
For information and details please visit our web-site at www.fortisfoundation.in   
  

About Fortis Healthcare Limited: 

Fortis Healthcare Limited is a leading integrated healthcare delivery service provider in India. The healthcare verticals of the 
company primarily comprise hospitals, diagnostics and day care specialty facilities. Currently, the company operates its 
healthcare delivery services in India, Dubai, Mauritius and Sri Lanka with 45 healthcare facilities (including projects under 
development), approximately 10,000 potential beds and 368 diagnostic centres. 
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