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 3rd Annual seminar for Transplant Coordinators commences at  

Fortis Memorial Research Institute 
Participants to receive certification from Govt. of India 

 
12Th April 2016: FORT (Fortis Organ Retrieval and Transplant) in association with MOHAN Foundation is 

organising the 3rd Annual FORT-MOHAN Foundation National Training Programme for Transplant 

Coordinators in Gurgaon. This five-day training session commenced today at Fortis Memorial Research 

Institute (FMRI).  

 

The training programme for this year is being conducted under the aegis of NOTTO (National Organ and 

Tissue Transplant Organization). The workshop is aimed at developing skills in the areas of organ and tissue 

donation, transplantation and grief counseling. More than 60 delegates including transplant coordinators, 

ICU nurses, medical social workers, para-medical staff and doctors from across the country are expected to 

participate. Participants will receive a certificate from the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government 

of India and FORT.  

 

The programme will have reputed speakers addressing different sessions on basic concepts of organ 

donation, brain death, maintenance of a potential deceased brain donor and other related issues around 

creating awareness on organ donation. Key speakers will include, Dr Avnish Seth, FORT, Dr Suvana Navin, 

Mohan Foundation, Dr Saudan Singh, NOTTO, Dr Anil Agarwal, G B Pant Hospital, Dr Milind Hote, AIIMS, Dr 

Nivedita Shankaran, Apollo Hospitals and Dr Saurabh Pokhariyal, FMRI.  

 

“This is a structured programme for transplant coordinators based on a curriculum developed by NOTTO. 

The Government has made it mandatory for all hospitals with organ transplant programmes to have a 

transplant coordinator. It is a most challenging job that entails counseling a grieving family to donate the 

organs of a loved one after brain death. We would like doctors, nurses and postgraduates in Psychiatry, 

Sociology or Public health to step forward for this training and make a difference. Workshops like these 

provide an opportunity to learn from the best experts from across the country,” explained Dr Avnish Seth, 

Director, FORT. 

 



 

 

 “At Fortis, our constant endeavour is to create awareness around organ transplant and also increase skills 

in the areas of organ and tissue donation and transplantation”, said Jasdeep Singh, Zonal Director, Fortis 

Memorial Research Institute. 

In brain death the injury occurs to the brain so that the brain dies even as the heart continues to beat for a 

few hours to a few days, thus maintaining the blood supply to the vital organs and providing the opportunity 

to retrieve and transplant organs. A single non-living beating-heart donor can save several lives by donating 

the heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas and small bowel. Also, several tissues like cornea, heart valves, 

eardrums, bones, tendons and skin can be donated. In India the awareness towards organ donation is poor 

and the organ donation rate is a dismal 0.34/million population as compared to more than 30/million in 

some western countries.  

“As per estimates, there is a need to transplant over 200,000 kidneys, 50,000 livers and 20,000 hearts 

annually. However, in the absence of a robust organ donation program in the country, less than 5% undergo 

transplantation,” added Dr Seth.  

About FORT 

Established in 2012, Fortis Organ Retrieval and Transplant is in the process of streamlining organ donation in Fortis 
Hospitals, the largest provider of private healthcare in Asia. The roles undertaken by FORT include: - 

 24-hour referral service for organ and tissue donation 

 Assistance with documentation and procedures related to organ and tissue donation 

 Family counseling and support 

 Organ pledging facility  

 Multi-professional education  

 Interacting with NOTTO, NATHEALTH, FII, PHD Chamber, NGOs, MNCs and schools to promote organ 
donation related activities at a national level. 
 

The focus was to establish a robust deceased organ donation platform in 15 Fortis hospitals approved for organ 
transplantation across the country. Till date multiple organ retrievals have been carried out in 28 patients, resulting in 
transplantation of 81 organs. Also, with 77 heart transplants, Fortis Hospital at Malar, Chennai is the leader in this 
field in the country. During this period FORT also coordinated 102 cornea donations. Over 4000 individuals have already 
pledged to donate their organs through FORT. MOHAN foundation, initially based out of Chennai, now has operations 
in several states and has led the organ donation drive in the country for last two decades. 

 

 



 

About Fortis Memorial Research Institute  

Fortis Memorial Research Institute is the flagship hospital of Fortis Healthcare Limited. It is a multi-super speciality, quaternary care 
hospital with a comprehensive team of clinicians and patient care programmes, supported by advanced technology and medical 
research solutions. Set on a spacious campus with a potential bed capacity of 1,000 beds, this ultra-modern facility utilises and 
showcases some of the latest technologies in use in world class health care. Some of the milestone technologies at the hospital 
include amongst the first pilot project for precision Radio-surgery in the world, integrated operating and procedure rooms, digitized 
critical care cubicles, advanced Cath-labs, transplant rooms, endoscopy suites, private birthing centres, a state-of-the-art radiation 
wing and a stem cell lab to name a few facilities. A range of thoughtful services and health facilities for patients and their attending 
family include several Art ‘n’ Health programmes to recuperate, a mini theatre to de-stress, retail therapy outlets for immediate 
needs and a food court providing a choice of dining options to replenish energies. 
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